[Jan. 1 and dependent upon the pathology of the heart,'* we would (reasoning a priori) infer that cerebral excitement, attended with increased strength and activity of the central organ of the circulation, should be found to depend upon a sthenic or arterial congestion, while a feeble state of the propelling power would lead to more or less stagnation in the venous current, and congestion in those vessels with, what always co-exists with such congestions, a diminished supply of arterial blood?this last condition being, in all probability, the true cause of the physiological effects of venous congestion of the brain.
We would thus suppose the existence of two opposite pathological states of the brain, requiring opposite treatment, and yet possessing external characters and symptoms having so close a resemblance as to require frequently more than ordinary powers of discrimination to distinguish between them.
Such a supposition is consistent with the analogy of other affections, especially of ' delirium tremens.' Of this disease every practitioner recognizes at least two varieties, one of which is controlled by opium, with the precision and certainty of a specific ; while another case, differing so little in its external characters as to be frequently confounded with it, is exasperated and rendered fatal by this medicine. One requires stimulants, the other bleeding and purging. Dis At the birth of this young gentleman (the son of a physician) the eyes were found to present a two-fold defect of organization. Both eyes were turned inwards to a great extent?and cataract existed in both. Towards the end of the second year, keratonyxis was performed on the right eye, which was followed by iritis, and wasting of the eye-ball. Within the next four years, two similar operations were performed on the left eye, without any success, but with no destruction of the eye. The colour of the opacity, at length, became of a clearer white, and some faint perception of a strong light was experienced by the boy.
Into the long and minute description of the state of this gentleman's eyes in his 18th year (1840) we cannot go. It appeared that the right eye was completely amaurotic, and the left, which had become atrophied, was the only one considered fit for an operation. The following were the steps taken.
"
On the 10th of July 1840, in the presence of Dr. Swaine, and with the kind assistance of Messrs. F. Fowke and F. Steinhaeuser, I made an incision in the cornea upwards, and introducing a pair of fine curved forceps, armed with teeth* into the posterior chamber, I seized the anterior wall of the capsule by passing one of the blades of the forceps into its small aperture, and attempted by pulling it slowly to separate it from its adhesion with the uvea and its peripheral connexion, in which I succeeded without producing a prolapsus of the vitreous body, or tearing the capsule, which I now removed. After this proceeding, a large piece of the lens of an opake colour, probably the nucleus, presented itself in the pupil, which was easily removed from the eye by means This is a patent process, the secret of which " will be set forth in the specification." go was the secret of Dr. James, but nobody could ever make the fever powder by that specification. We We fear it will be some time before any thing so just as the above will be obtained. But our brethren should constantly aim at payment in fees, and not
